Monday, March 25,2024 | The Japan Times | 7

ESG promotional content
produced by The Japan Times Cube

sustainable japan

Tokyo Global Dialogue: Rebuild

Media partner

MAIKO MURAOKA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In the midst of upheavals in international
politics putting global peace and security
atrisk, the fifth Tokyo Global Dialogue took
place at the Okura Tokyo hotel in Tokyo's
Minato Ward and online on Feb. 28 and 29.

Through in-depth discussions among
about 30 speakers from more than 10 coun-
tries, it was confirmed that destabilizing fac-
tors currently shaking the world —including
the war in Ukraine, U.S.-China competition
and the crisis in the Middle East — are not
merely regional affairs but are issues of grave
concern for every country and should be
solved through international cooperation
and dialogue.

The event was organized by the Japan
Institute of International Affairs (JIIA), a pri-
vate, nonpartisan policy think tank estab-
lished in 1959 with a special focus on foreign

affairs and security issues, and gathered more
i Ukraine into NATO. “The real dilemma s, is

i there astrategic bargain that can be made to
i end the war?” he said. He added that some

i legal process needs to take place to decide

i the future of Ukraine's lost territories to start
¢ rebuilding the country as soon as possible.

than 360 participants in person and 800
online.

The event was launched in 2019 to com-
memorate the 60th anniversary of the JIIA
to encourage international dialogue for
the sake of global peace and security and
to share Japan’s views with the rest of the

world. The last three events were held during
i sagein the report saying that the principles

i ofterritorial integrity, sovereignty and

¢ international order based on international

i law should not be undermined, and raised

i doubts about any move to give up territory

¢ in exchange for peace. “How can a peace be

i imposed on Ukraine that allows Russia to

i take seized Ukraine land? How can any of

: those three principles of territorial integrity,
i sovereignty, and international law and rules
i beensured if we impose a negotiated peace
i on Ukraine?” he said. He also stressed that

: security in Europe is vital not only for Europe
¢ butalso for the Indo-Pacific region.

. Indo-Pacific, China

i On the Indo-Pacific front, a strong U.S. pres-
i ence has contributed to stability in the area
i for decades. Bilahari Kausikan, chairman

i of the Middle East Institute at the National
i University of Singapore, discussed changes
: in policies in Southeast Asia, especially in

i countries with large Muslim populations,

i inrelation to the presence of the U.S. He

i said Singapore has always thought of the

{ U.S.asavital, irreplaceable component of

i strategic balance in the region, unlike Indo-
i nesiaand Malaysia, which have been bitter
{ —at times almost hysterical — about the

i US.presence and its actions in the region.

i “Now, in both of these countries, there has

i been afundamental change of attitude

¢ towards the US. in the last 10 or 15 years,”

¢ hesaid, noting that there is now a recogni-

i tion that anchoring the U.S. in Southeast

i Asiais good for the region even if people do
i notopenly say that.

the coronavirus pandemic. Two years after
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and five months
into the war between Hamas and Israel, the
JIIA chose as this year’s theme “A World in
Turmoil: How Can We Rebuild International
Security and Cooperation?”

Facing the ‘three fronts’

In the roundtable held on the first day

of the event, six speakers from different
countries who have profound insight into
international relations sat together and
discussed how they see the current state of
the world and what should be done in the
face of the turmoil, based on the JIIA's Stra-
tegic Annual Report 2023.

The session was moderated by JIIA Presi-
dent Kenichiro Sasae, who has held a num-
ber of diplomatic positions, including vice
minister for foreign affairs and ambassador
to the United States. He began by saying that
the Strategic Annual Report 2023 details
how the world faces “three fronts” — the
war in Ukraine, the Hamas-Israeli war and
the China-U.S. competition — plus division
in the United States, which will all have an
enormous impact on progress in address-
ing global governance issues such as climate
change, economic security and the dysfunc-
tion of the United Nations.

In the face of the war in Ukraine, which
the report describes as a “tactical stalemate”
testing Western unity, Carl Bildt — the vice
chairman of Kreab Worldwide and a former
prime minister of Sweden, who takes Swe-
den’srecent accession to NATO as a matter
of course — described NATO's significance
as an organization that “creates a strategic
depth for the defense.” He added, “Coopera-

the EU as a security alliance is increasingly
important”

Germany is also enhancing its contribu-
tions to NATO. Daniela Schwarzer, who isa
member of the executive board of the media
giant Bertelsmann as well as an honorary
professor of political science at the Free
University of Berlin, referred to Germany'’s
prompt decision to reduce or end imports
of Russian fossil fuels after Russia invaded
Ukraine. She said Germany will make a
major move toward realizing the 2014 com-
mitment agreed upon by NATO’s European

members to spend a minimum of 2% of their

¢ gross domestic product on defense to ensure
i thealliance’s military readiness. Referring

¢ to the prominent and substantive contribu-

i tion that Germany has made in providing

¢ support to Ukraine, she said there has been

i a“fundamental evolution” in how Germarny
¢ thinks about and engages in international

¢ relations, which is leading to the view “that

i Germany needs to take better care of its own
© security, that it should be less naive in work-
i ingwith states that do not comply to demo-
i cratic and international law principles and

. that, finally, it needs to play a stronger role

¢ within the EU”

John J. Hamre, the president, CEO and

i Langone Chair in American Leadership at

¢ the Center for Strategic and International

¢ Studies, said the strategic goal that the global
i community should be embracing is how to

i defend Europe, which hinges irrevocably on
¢ rebuilding Ukraine. The rebuilding can only

i start after the war ends, and he said there is

i noway that Ukraine on its own can create

i adeterrence framework against Russia. The

only way to stop the war, he said, is to bring

Australian Strategic Policy Institute Execu-
tive Director Justin Bassi quoted from a pas-

On the other hand, there is also the Chi-

i nese competition with the U.S. This year’s
tion between NATO as a military allianceand
i expected to be a race between President Joe
¢ Biden and his predecessor Donald Trump,

i islikely to affect how the country will deal

i with China.

presidential election in the U.S, which is

Peking University professor Jia Qingguo,

© who participated in the session online, said

i the Biden administration’s China policy is

i more predictable than Trump's. He pointed

i out that the current government empha-

i sizes cooperation as well as competition, but
{ when Trump was in office, “the tone was

i confrontation.” He added: “The relationship

i between Chinaand the U.S.isa very com-

plicated and complex one, and we believe
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¢ that there are alot of areas in which we have
i shared interests and stakes. We need to coop-
i eratein the interests of both countries and
i also for the world”

The China-Taiwan relationship is also a

i focus of global attention. “From the Chinese
i perspective, Taiwan is part of China,” Qing-

i guo said, stressing that it is a domestic issue,
{ notan international issue. He added that

i achieving a positive relationship between

i Chinaand Taiwan instead of a negative one
¢ will provide “a better chance for peace-

: ful management, and eventually peacefill

i unification between the two sides of the

i country.”

Bassi from Australia noted that unpre-

: dictability can in some ways help things,

i including in relation to countries like China,

i which isitself unpredictable. “But of course

¢ that unpredictability is not positive when it

i comes to allies and partners. Allies and part-

i ners deserve predictability,” he said, referring
¢ mainly to Australias allies in the AUKUS,

i asecurity partnership for the Indo-Pacific

{ region between Australia, the United King-

i dom and the United States that was agreed

¢ uponin 2021, and the Quadrilateral Security
i Dialogue among Australia, India, Japan and

i the United States. “We've all got interests
here,” he said. He warned that the issues in

i the Indo-Pacific region should not be simpli-
i fied to a competition between China and

¢ the US."And it is simply not the case that the
i only trouble we have is the U.S. looking to

¢ contain Ching’s legitimate rise. That'sa ruse,
in fact, and that's why countries like Austra-

¢ lianeed to be consistent in terms of how we

¢ respond to actions regardless of the countries
i that carry them out. Where there is a breach
i ofinternational rules we need to call it out,

i otherwise we're atrisk.”

. The importance of allies
i Hamre from the U.S. also touched on
¢ the importance of allies. He said the U.S.

defense budget is more than enough and

i the country can spend more if neces-

i sary, “but we can't manage the security of

¢ the future without allies.” He pointed out

: that the country’s challenges will revolve
around its domestic political focus, not its

i capacities. And the challenges derive from

¢ what he called “a historical inversion” of the
{ country’s two political parties against their
i past norms. Referring to the current Repub-
¢ lican Party as the party oflaborers and

i farmers, he said the Republicans are indig-

i nant over the current state of the world

i and want to go backward. “The Democratic
¢ Party now is the party of professional elites
i who feel guilty about being rich,” he said.

: Headded that it is no longer the party of

: opportunity but the party of correcting

¢ injustices of the past and regretted that nei-
i ther of the two parties has an agenda for

¢ the future.

Although the discussion was already in

i full swing, Sasae did not forget to engage the

i audience. One of the questions from the floor
i was about a potential international system

¢ that can provide better stability and peace.

i “All of the complex problems in the world

i are horizontal and all of the governments

i are vertical,” Hamre said, adding that therole
i ofinformal coalitions such as the Group of

i Seven will grow. “They are not binding, but

i they are consensus-based organizations that
i are going to try to help countries make good-
i faith efforts to coordinate within that frame-

i work,” he said.

Bildt argued that the global community

i needsto preserve and create coalitions far

i broader than the G7 to address global chal-
i lenges such as climate change, particularly

¢ inan era of increasing rivalry, contlicts and

i vetoes on the Security Council on oneissue
i after another.

Another question from the audience was

i about the dysfunction at the UN, especially
i the Security Council. Kausikan from Singa-
| | pore said the Security Council is operating
i asit wasintended to operate, with vetoes
i servingasa circuit-breakers to prevent the
i collapse of the Council when the interests
i ofamajor power are involved. “It is not
i very satisfactory because the fundamental
¢ assumption of the UN. was wrong — the
i fundamental assumption was that the vic-
¢ tors of World War I would continue to work
i together,” he said.

Bildt, who has held several positions at

the UN.and in the EU, agreed with Kausikan
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{ JIIA President Kenichiro Sasae gives the
i closingremarks. JIA

© about the Security Council but also pointed
¢ out that the UN.is far more than just the

i council — “Itis all those specialized agencies
i thatare more orless functioning and are

¢ fairly fundamental to the functioning of the
¢ world”

. Testamid turmoil

i Following the roundtable, Sasae gave wel-
: coming remarks in which he mentioned

i that the wisdom of democracy and the

¢ international community is being tested

¢ in the midst of the global turmoil and that
i therole of the event is to spark debate in

¢ the world about pressing issues through

¢ the dialogue among the worlds leading

i experts.

That was followed by opening remarks

i delivered by Prime Minister Furnio Kishida,
i asis customary, and Foreign Minister Yoko
i Kamikawa presented a keynote address.

: Kishida said Japan has been contributing to
i international society as a peaceful state for

In her keynote address, Kamikawa men-

. tioned three major issues that diplomacy
i needs to tackle to bring stability to the world:
¢ “First, how to maintain and strengthen the

i freeand open international order based on

¢ therule oflaw. Second, how to manage the

: intensifying competition between nations

i and defend peace. Third, how to protect

i individuals and human dignity — especially
i of vulnerable people, including women and
i children — from the effects of conflict and

i global challenges.” She explained in detail

i how theseissues need to be addressed and

i Japan'srole in it all. She emphasized Japan’s

i refusal to accept any unilateral attempt to

i change the status quo by force.

. Politics, economics, security

. Six sessions were held on the second day,

i engaging both the first day’s speakers and

i others from across the world. In Part 1,

i “US.-China competition and the Indo-

¢ Pacific,” two sessions were conducted: one
¢ about politics and security, and another

INg security, cooperation

Il thenearly 80 years since the end of World

i War I “Tam convinced that Japan can lead
the world toward cooperation, not division

¢ and confrontation,” he said, and to achieve

¢ that goal it is essential to strengthen relations
i with the US, Japan’s primary ally. He also

| ;| noted that Japan will enhance its partner-

| | ships with countries beyond the G7,includ-

{ ing countries in the Global South, based

i on therule oflaw and human dignity. He

i concluded by expressing his expectation

¢ that the discussions in the Tokyo Global Dia-
i logue will lead the way to overcoming the

i upheaval in international society.

i about economic security. The two sessions
¢ in Part 2 focused on changes in the security
i environment and Japan’s responses from

i the perspective ofits national security

i strategy and future challenges as well as

i the perspectives of territory, sovereignty

i and the rule of law. And finally, Part 3 dealt
¢ with the issues of Ukraine and the Middle
East under the theme, “The advent of an

i era of perennial conflict and the future of

: international security and cooperation.”

i The first session focused on how to deal

i with the three fronts of Ukraine, the Mid-

i dle East and Asia, and the second focused

¢ on the future of international security and
i cooperation.

In the closing remarks, Sasae touched

i onsome important points that had been

i discussed in the six sessions, including the

i panelists’ consensus that the war in Ukraine
i isnotaregional issue but a threat to the

i entire democratic camp; their concern over
i China's actions on many issues; the impor-

i tance of the unity of the international com-
i munity in supporting a two-state solution

i for Israel and Palestine; and the need to stay
¢ calm but watchful as the U.S. heads into the
i presidential election, keeping in mind that

¢ rifts and confusion among America’s allies

¢ and friends can only benefit its enemies.

Sasae spoke of the complex issues that

: the global community faces and the report
i discusses, and ended on a positive note: “I
i believe that today’s discussion was domi-
i nated by a ‘cautious optimism that recog-
i nized the need to not overreact but instead
{ overcome serious circumstances through
i the wisdom of the democratic countries.”

Roundtable provides opportunity
for creatives and startups to meet

Roundtable

WARREN MEEHAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A recent Japan Times Roundtable event
took a very different incarnation from
the series’ usual interview format: a panel
discussion and Q&A session at the cozy
French bakery Point et Linge, opposite
Tokyo Station.

The panelists were met by a lively audi-
ence, including previous guests of the
series and an array of Tokyo creatives,

entrepreneurs, startup founders, nonprofit
¢ trailblazers.

workers, investors and social enterprise
trailblazers. With Tokyo fast becoming
Asia’s premier startup hub, the casual
surroundings also served as a fantastic
opportunity for social networking among
a vanguard of change leaders.

As guests made their way into the
venue for the sold-out event, they were
welcomed by a friendly staff and a range

bread from the cafe’s wood-fired ovens.

Introductions and contact exchanges
quickly got underway as everyone
enjoyed a drink while waiting for the
panel discussion to begin.

The previous Roundtable guests in
attendance included the social entrepre-
neur Seira Yun, founder of the Socious
app; Michael Magee, managing director
of the water optimizer company Brita
Japan; and James Hollow, founder and
CEO of the strategic consultancy Fab-
ric KK, which helps businesses create
shared value with their customers and
communities.

Focusing on social impacts
Since few Tokyo networking events are

ated the opportunity to exchange ideas
and contact details with like-minded
innovators. Among them was Julian
Bashore from MacDermid Enthone
Industrial Solutions, which is committed
to championing sustainable solutions,
including for the PET bottle recycling
industry, and Risako Ishigaki, a producer
at Imagemill, a New Age branding pro-
duction company with a focus on cata-
lyzing change in brand and corporate
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From left: Melanie Brock, Ross Rowbury and
¢ YukiKishi YUICO TAIYA

i Afteraninterestingand wide-ranging discus-
sion, the panel took questions from the audi-
 ence. YUICO TAIYA

structures, among many other innovative

. What sustainability means
i Host Ross Rowbury introduced the eve-
i ning’s panelists: Melanie Brock from Mela-
: nie Brock Advisory and Yuki Kishi, the
i CFO at Sustainable Lab, a financial tech-
i nology startup that gathers companies’
i ESG data for investors. Rowbury began
of wines, hors d'oeuvres and freshly baked
i sustainability meant to them.

the discussion by asking each guest what

“It's the change and transformation

¢ thatis happening in the companies that

¢ Twork with.” began Brock, “and for me

i personally, sustainability is a learning pro-
cess, what impact my own decisions has.
¢ The conversation around sustainability

is much more in our consciousness now,

i because it has to be front of mind. In the

i past, we weren't aware of many of the

i issues that needed deeper understanding,
and to a certain extent some countries

i were living in a bubble. Now we have

i access to so much more information and

i knowledge, we know what we need to do
i and what we are responsible for.”

Kishi considered that sustainability has

i existed in Japan as a concept in one form
dedicated to sustainability, guests appreci- :
¢ conceded that the concept is not easy to

i describe. “We are an ESG feedback com-

i pany. What we are trying to do is make
your decision process a better one,” he

i explained. “We are providing a data pipe-

¢ line so that your company won't need to

i justlook at the return on investment as a

i financial one, but also be able to make that
i decision as a sustainable one. And now that
i listed companies in Japan need to disclose

¢ their ESG data, people can compare ESG

or another for thousands of years, but

After the panel
session, attendees
had the chance to
meet each other and
network over some
food and drinks.
YUICO TAIYA

i data, thereby increasing the emphasis on
i sustainability.”

Kishi said that when disclosed data aligns

¢ with stated ESG goals, companies not only
i create acommunity good but also can

attract better talent. Small and medium-

¢ size businesses “need to think about how

{ to attract more talent, and one way is using
i the ‘sustainability ticket By disclosing their
i pay and gender gap, their diversity and

¢ their commitment to the environment, I

i see those companies attract more talent,

i especially the younger generation.”

Brock added that after recently listen-

. ing to a presentation by Tokyo Gov. Yuriko

i Koike, she was impressed by the support

i the Tokyo Metropolitan Government was

i providing for families in terms of leave

i and education programs. “(Koike) made

i the point that family can mean a lot of dif-

i ferent things to a lot of different people,”

i explained Brock, “and while Japan might be
¢ making a great effort, the moves are far too
i incremental”

. Keeping the vibe alive

i After an interesting discussion covering a
: wide range of topics, the panel took ques-
i tions from the audience. The chairs were
i then cleared away and a supper of cre-

i ative Spanish-inspired rustic dishes was

i presented, with a heavy accent on fresh

i vegetarian options using locally sourced

i seasonal ingredients in keeping with the

i vibe of the sustainability crowd.

The evening finished with supper and

i drinks as well as an opportunity to speak to
i the panelists more personally about some

i of the valuable work they are providing

¢ in the sustainability and ESG fields. Guests

i could also have a final catch-up with some

i of the like-minded movers and shakers in

¢ the sustainability sector as well as reflect on
¢ challenges and opportunities that abound

i in sustainable practices.

¢ Roundtable is a monthly series of English-
i language events organized

i by The Japan Times Cube. For
i more information visit https.//
i sustainable japantimes.com/
i roundtable




